There was, however, another drug, not mentioned by any previous speaker, which he considered of equal value, and that was antimony, which might either be alternated with arsenic or combined with it; 3 minims of the vinum antimoniale might be given, and it might be increased to 10 or 15 minims if the patient was kept in bed, without producing any harmful effects; yet it had a marked influence on the disease, especially in allaying the itching.
Dr. S. E. DORE said that he had noticed a statement recently, in one of the American journals, that Duhring himself had seen only twenty cases of dermatitis herpetiformis in fifteen years. If that were so, Dr. Graham Little was to be congratulated on having seen thirty cases, and it was not to be wondered at that some of them were hampered in this discussion by the small number of cases they had had the opportunity of observing. As far as his experience went, dermatitis herpetiformis was more common in private than in hospital practice, and this fact, taken with others, might point to a neurotic origin of the disease. He was particularly interested in Dr. MacLeod's reference to the occasional association of dermatitis herpetiformis with herpes zoster, and thought it possible that as the latter disease was due to a gross lesion of the posterior root ganglia, so dermatitis herpetiformis might be due to an undiscovered lesion of the peripheral nerves or nerve-endings. Another interesting fact was that dermatitis herpetiformis could, in some cases, be controlled by exact doses of arsenic. He had had the opportunity of observing a case of Dr. Pringle's in the Out-patient Department at Middlesex Hospital, in which the patient, a young man, had severe dermatitis herpetiformis, and whose eruption was immediately controlled by doses of 6 minims of arsenic three times daily, smaller doses being quite futile in preventing outbreaks of the eruption. There were, in medicine, many parallel cases of diseases being controlled by drugs, such as epilepsy by bromides, myxcedema by thyroid substance; and although there were other explanations of this action, it was possible to conceive that there might be a deficient secretion in patients with dermatitis herpetiformis, the production of which was stimulated by the administration of arsenic. A point. upon which he thought insufficient stress had been laid in differentiating dermatitis herpetiformis from pemphigus was the maintenance of good general health in the subjects of the former disease. They were weakly and neurotic, but were usually able to get about and do their ordinary work; whereas the subjects of pemphigus were often bedridden and showed symptoms of severe systemic infection.
